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Rational Purchase of Working and
Non-Working Wives

Rasha R.M. Mansour

Assistant Professor , Department of Home Economics , Faculty of Specific Education ,
University of Benha, Egypt

Abstract

The current study aimed at investigating the factors affecting wives' decisions
on rational purchase of "food", "clothing” and "domestic appliances" to fulfill the
family's needs and well-being. To this end, 400 wives from the governorates of
Cairo, Kaliobeya and Sharquia during the time period from August to December of
2012 were interviewed . The descriptive analytical method was applied to quantify
and determine the circumstances that might affect the rational purchase of the wives.
The results show that the wives of the higher socio-economical standards showed
higher awareness towards rational purchase (except for the rational purchase of
"food" between the high and moderate socio-economical standards which was found
to be insignificant). The working women showed higher awareness towards rational
purchase than the housewives especially with the increase of the educational level.
The place of residence was also found of high significant effect on the rational
purchase of the wives especially those living in Cairo; whereas, the lowest rational
purchase was detected in villages. Significant correlations were found between the
rational purchase of the wives and the income of the family. The career of the wife
was significantly correlated with the purchase of appliances, while the career of the
husband was significantly correlated with the rational purchase of both “clothes”
and “appliances™.

Keywords: rational purchase; working wife; educational level; family income.
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